Calculating Formal Charge 

Rules

1. One electron of each bonding pair is assigned to each atom in the bond.

2. Both electrons of a lone pair are assigned to the atom to which the one 

    pair belongs.

3. For neutral molecules the sum of the formal charges must equal zero.

4. For cations the sum of the formal charges must equal the positive charge on

    the cation.

5. For anions the sum of the formal charges must equal the negative charge on 

    the anion.

Formula
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